
Village of Rossville 

Regular Board Meeting 

September 16, 2019 

 
Mayor Queen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. then the pledge was recited. The meeting was held at the 
Rossville Municipal Building located at 120 East Attica Street in Rossville, Illinois. 
 
Roll call was taken and a quorum was established with Mayor Queen and Trustees Cornell, Buck, Maden, Mahorney 
and Leaver were physically present. Trustee Richison was absent. 
 
Guests present were Clerk White, Doug O’Toole and Brenda Adams from Keep Vermilion County Beautiful, Bill 
Atchison, Rosella Ray, Marilyn Danner, Brad Lamb, Sherry Decker, Janie Hackett, Gary and Jackie Haas, Lucas 
Sturm, Sue Misner and Robert Lusk.  
 
Minutes of the regular board meeting held August 19, 2019 were presented. Motion was made by Mahorney, seconded 
by Leaver to dispense with the reading of the minutes and approve the minutes as presented. All members voted yes. 
 
Treasurer Ault’s written report for August was presented. Motion was made by Maden, seconded by Mahorney to 
accept the treasurer’s report as presented. Vote:  Cornell, yes; Maden, yes; Leaver, yes; Buck, yes; Mahorney, yes. 
 
Current bills – Current bills were reviewed earlier in the Finance & Purchasing Committee meeting. Motion was made 
by Buck, seconded by Leaver to approve the bills as presented. Vote: Maden, yes; Leaver, yes; Buck, yes; Mahorney, 
yes; Cornell, yes. 
 
Superintendent Lusk’s report –The property, located at 209 Stewart, has the back yard piled with trash and the 
buildings need repaired. Superintendent Lusk would like to condemn the property under the dangerous 
building/demolition procedures. Board members agreed with the condemnation request from Superintendent Lusk. 
 
Sewer Operator’s report – Sewer information was noted on Superintendent Lusk’s written report. 
 
Police Chief Kelnhofer’s report – Mayor Queen warned residents of scams starting again. 
Trustee Maden asked how many training hours are required. Chief Kelnhofer will be asked for a copy of training hours 
required. 
Trustee Maden asked if the police department needs to purchase a fingerprint kit to dust for fingerprints. Trustee 
Maden also asked if anything further has been reported on the stolen Village truck. Trustee Maden stated 3 other 
places were hit this past weekend and items were stolen. Someone suggested complaining to Sheriff Hartshorn about 
how the theft of Village equipment was handled. 
 
Accounts Receivable -Collector White reported the utility accounts receivable total as $23,958.08. There were 3 
miscellaneous invoices totaling $1,800, making the total accounts receivable as $25,758.08. There was one disconnect 
this month. Payment has been received for the CSX mowing invoices. 
 
Electricity Prices for Village-Owned Properties that are not on the electric aggregation program-Prices for electricity 
supply, for Village-Owned properties with lower consumption, were presented for board review at last month’s 
meeting. Jerod McMorris from Good Energy, Village electric aggregation representative, gathered prices for Village 
properties from 6 companies. The Village of Rossville is under contract with Constellation until July of 2020. Prices, 
presented by Mr. McMorris, will begin July 2020 and each year for 3 years afterward, if approved. Current electric 
aggregation company, Homefield Energy, proposed the lowest price per kilowatt hour of the 6 companies. Motion was 
made by Maden, seconded by Leaver to accept the Homefield Energy price, beginning July, 2020-July, 2021 of 
$0.04091 per kWh and authorize Mayor Queen to sign a contract on behalf of the Village of Rossville. Vote: Maden, 
yes; Buck, yes; Leaver, yes; Mahorney, yes; Cornell, yes. 
 
Bids for Sidewalk Repair along Gilbert St. – Bids were received to repair 640’ of sidewalk, prices for labor per running 
foot and the Village maintenance staff will tear out the old sidewalk. Bids received were as follows: 
      Patten Earthmoving  $18 ft. x 650’ =   $11,700 
      Danner Construction $39.99                 $25,997.50 
      Reffett Construction         $26.50 per linear ft.  



Village of Rossville 

Regular Board Meeting 

September 16, 2019 

 
Motion was made by Leaver, seconded by Buck to accept the bid from Patten earthmoving for $18 per ft. x 650’ 
=$11,700. Vote: Leaver, yes; Buck, yes; Mahorney, no; Cornell, yes; Maden, yes; Queen, yes. 
 
Storm Sewer Program – Superintendent Lusk attended the Streets & Alleys Committee meeting held earlier today to 
alert board members regarding a storm sewer project the County will begin working on, beginning just past the grade 
school driveway on West Attica Street, on the north side of the road, heading west toward the river. Mowers and 
workers get their equipment stuck in that area because of a gathering of water. Vermilion County Road Maintenance 
workers will do the work. The School has budgeted money for the portion they are responsible to do. The Village may 
assist with the project since a water main runs underneath the storm sewer pipe. The Village may need an additional 
$4,000 more than funds budgeted this year to assist with costs, if the County requests assistance. Estimated costs for 
tile and labor that may be supplied by the Village is $17,000. Motion was made by Leaver, seconded by Cornell to 
increase the storm sewer maintenance budget, if necessary, to cover storm sewer expenses for the West Attica project. 
Vote: Buck, yes; Mahorney, yes; Cornell, yes; Maden, yes; Leaver, yes. 
 
Discussion on Adding Garbage Pick-up as a new Utility on Village utility bills – Mayor Queen asked attendees’ 
opinions on adding garbage pick-up as a utility on Village utility bills. If the Village added garbage pick-up on utility 
bills, everyone would pay for garbage pick-up and some of the properties around town could be cleaned up. Some 
residents were in favor of the idea, others were not in favor. The topic will be tabled until next month’s meeting. 
 
Finance & Purchasing Committee – Due to a scheduling conflict, the auditor will present the fiscal year 2019 audit at 
next month’s meeting. 
 
Streets & Alleys Committee – A request for reimbursement for sidewalk installation expenses was received from Allen 
and Trisha Willard. The Willard’s installed new sidewalk up to their front steps and where the Village removed the old 
sidewalk along the front of their property. The Village may reimburse the Willard’s for a portion of the concrete 
expenses but only for the sidewalk on Village property. The matter was tabled until a determination is made of what 
the Village portion should be. 
 
At the committee meeting held earlier today, the committee recommended amending the current sidewalk ordinance to 
make all sidewalks the same width, frost beds the same, strike lines conformity, etc. along with instructions for 
property owners who want to install their own sidewalk that are on Village property. Motion was made by Cornell, 
seconded by Maden to adopt the sidewalk ordinance amendment. Vote: Leaver, yes; Buck, yes; Mahorney, yes; 
Cornell, yes; Maden, yes. Ordinance 2019-10 passed.  
 
Pond Clean-Up is scheduled for Friday, September 20th and Saturday, September 21st beginning at 8:00 a.m. Rain date 
is scheduled for September 27th & 28th. 
 
Chairman Cornell received a new list for fish orders. Chairman Cornell advised the board to wait to order more fish 
until spring. 
 
Police, Health & Safety Committee – Trick or Treat hours were established for October 31st from 5:30-8 p.m. Please 
turn on your porch light if you would like to receive trick or treaters. 
 
Water & Sewer Committee - Chairman Maden had nothing to report at this time. 
 
Public Improvements/Beautification Committee – The newly appointed Beautification Committee met and recommend 
painting a mural on the south wall of 129 S. Chicago and to level the Village-owned parking lot located at 131-133 S. 
Chicago. 
 
Doug O’Toole and Brenda Adams, from Keep Vermilion County Beautiful (KVCB), announced an Electronics 
Collection will be held at the DACC parking lot on Saturday, October 19th fro 9-11 a.m. A flyer was given to board 
members. Ms. Adams suggested to board members if they are going to pursue the garbage pick-up on utility bills, to 
negotiate possibly for recycling when/if garbage is put out for bids. KVCB presented an invoice for membership 
renewal. If the Village would like to increase their membership donation to $1,000, KVCB could offer assistance with 
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labor for 2 events, the Village could apply for Beautification Grants along with other assistance. KVCB has funded 
murals before. 
 
Mayor Queen reported that John Leaver expressed interest in renting the Village-owned garage at 121 E. Attica to 
store equipment/vehicles. Board members approved the maintenance department to demolish the garage because it is 
leaning and in dangerous condition. 
 
Mayor Queen attended the Beautification Committee meeting. Upon questions regarding murals, Mayor Queen 
contacted David Weber, from Hoopeston, who has painted murals, regarding painting murals on the south wall of 129 
S. Chicago and the west wall of 115 E. Attica Street. Mr. Weber gave an estimate of $6,000-$7,000 to paint the murals 
using the Village lift. The brick would need sealed. TIF monies may be used to fund this project. It was suggested to 
make a list of Village-owned properties, projects for each property and prioritize the projects. 
Jackie Haas stated that her husband, Gary, has begun to collect recyclable plastic caps and lids. Jackie stated the plastic 
caps/lids may be recycled to make park benches. The school kids could be involved to sort the lids into size and/or 
colors. The Beautification Committee will meet on September 24th at 6 p.m. at the village office. Public Improvements 
Committee Chairman Mike Mahorney appointed Rosella Ray, Marilyn Danner, Janie Hackett, Jackie Haas, Sharon 
Potter, Brad Lamb and the Public Improvements Committee (Mike Mahorney, Charles Cornell and Justin Richison) to 
be on the Beautification Committee. 
 
Lucas Sturm asked the status of 106 E. Attica building. Mr. Sturm had the understanding the 60 days for repair have 
expired. Mayor Queen will talk to the Village attorney on the next step. 
 
Motion was made by Maden, seconded by Leaver to adjourn to executive session to discuss possible discipline of 
Village employees under 5 ILCS 120/2 C1. Vote: Mahorney, yes; Cornell, yes; Maden, yes; Leaver, yes; Buck, yes. 
The meeting adjourned to executive session at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Motion was made by Maden, seconded by Mahorney to return to regular session. Vote: Cornell, yes; Maden, yes; 
Leaver, yes; Buck, yes; Mahorney, yes. The meeting returned to regular session at 9:20 p.m. 
 
There will be an executive session meeting held Thursday, September 19th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss personnel again 
under 5 ILCS 120/2 C1.  
 
Motion was made by Maden, seconded by Leaver to adjourn the meeting. Vote: Maden, yes; Cornell, yes; Mahorney, 
yes; Leaver, yes; Buck, yes. The meeting adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Chris White 
Village Clerk 
 
Board approved:  10/21/2019 

 


