
Village of Rossville 

Regular Board Meeting 

February 17, 2020 

 
Mayor Queen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. then the pledge was recited. The meeting was held at the 
Rossville Municipal Building located at 120 East Attica Street in Rossville, Illinois. 
 
Roll call was taken and a quorum was established with Mayor Queen and Trustees Cornell, Buck, Maden, Mahorney 
and Richison physically present. Trustee Leaver was absent.  
Guests present were Clerk White, Lucas Sturm, Shawn Cade, Melissa Owens, Matt Owens, Deron Owens, Mark & 
Sandra Gulotta, Gary Danner, Kevin Gaither and Susan Misner. 
 
Minutes of the regular board meeting held January 20, 2020 was presented. Motion was made by Buck, seconded by 
Mahorney to dispense with the reading of the minutes and approve the minutes as presented with an omnibus vote. All 
members voted yes. 
 
Treasurer Ault’s written report for January 2020 was presented. Clerk White stated Trustee Richison questioned, at last 
month’s meeting, the customer deposits’ balances did not total correctly. Clerk White reported the customer deposits’ 
beginning balance and ending balance plus the interest earned on that account do not total since the deposits and 
checks are not listed. Therefore, the December treasurer’s report did not need to be amended. Motion was made by 
Cornell, seconded by Maden to accept the January treasurer’s report as presented. Vote: Cornell, yes; Mahorney, yes; 
Richison, yes; Buck, yes; Maden, yes. 
 
Current bills – Current bills were reviewed earlier in the Finance & Purchasing Committee meeting. Motion was made 
by Buck, seconded by Richison to approve the bills as presented. Vote: Maden, yes; Buck, yes; Richison, yes; 
Mahorney, yes; Cornell, yes. 
 
Superintendent Lusk’s report – Trustee Mahorney asked when the “Children Playing” signs will be installed since the 
street signs have been installed. Mayor Queen will ask Superintendent Lusk. 
 
Police Chief Kelnhofer’s report – Trustee Maden asked if the 40 hour online ”Juvenile Specialist Program” classes that 
Chief Kelnhofer would like Officer Greene and Officer Smitley to enroll in would be “on duty” hours or on their own 
time. Mayor Queen will ask Chief Kelnhofer. Trustee Maden was not in favor of the officers taking this training while 
“on duty”. 
Trustee Mahorney had questions regarding the upgrade of the police radios and if there would be an expense to the 
upgrade. Mayor Queen will ask Chief Kelnhofer. 
 
There was no Sewer Operator’s Report again this month. Trustee Maden asked Mayor Queen to make sure a report is 
included for next month’s meeting. 
 
Accounts Receivable -Collector White reported the utility accounts receivable total as $44,427.48. There were 4 
miscellaneous invoices totaling $2,600, making the total accounts receivable as $47,027.48. There were no disconnects 
this month.  
 
Ordinance authorizing the sale or disposal of surplus personal property owned by the Village of Rossville – An 
ordinance authorizing the sale or disposal of surplus personal property owned by the Village of Rossville (2004 Ford 
F550 maintenance department truck No. 1) and authorizing Mayor Queen, as the agent for the Village of Rossville, to 
solicit offers for the purchase of the surplus property to sell or dispose of the property in as-is condition, to the best 
interests of the Village. A representative from the Ross South-Ross Cemetery District (Cemetery District) had 
previously requested the Village to donate one of the 2004 work trucks to the Cemetery District. Motion was made by 
Maden, seconded by Buck to adopt the ordinance authorizing the sale or disposal of the surplus property and to donate 
the #1 truck to the Ross South-Ross Cemetery District. Vote: Buck, yes; Richison, yes; Mahorney, yes; Cornell, yes; 
Maden, yes. Ordinance 2020-04 passed. 
 
A request was received from Shawn Cade, Ross Township Road Commissioner, asking the Board to consider donating 
the #2 maintenance truck to Ross Township to use in repairing roads. Motion was made by Maden, seconded by Buck 
to donate the #2-2004 Ford 550 with the snow plow to Ross Township. Vote: Richison, yes; Maden, yes; Cornell, yes; 
Maden, yes; Buck, yes.  
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Mayor Queen stated the Board has been considering whether to add garbage pick-up as a utility on the Village utility 
bills. Mayor Queen stated several houses do not have their garbage hauled away but store it up outside, in out-
buildings or garages indefinitely. If garbage pick-up was billed as a utility on Village utility bills, those residents who 
do not pay for garbage removal, would be required to pay and get their trash picked up. The Board would like to 
schedule a Town Meeting to answer questions and get resident input into the decision. A letter was mailed to 
contractors who are licensed in the Village as garbage haulers, to get an estimate on the cost of Village-wide pick-up. 
B&W Disposal remitted a letter stating the request for estimates was received in too short of time for them to submit 
an estimate. B&W Disposal also stated the potential loss of clients would have an adverse effect on their business. 
B&W Disposal mailed a copy of the Village request and a letter of response to their Rossville customers. Resident 
Gary Danner asked why his garbage hauler knew more about this matter than he did and stated he wants to keep the 
same provider that he has had for many years. Mayor Queen stated the matter has been on meeting agendas and the 
Board has discussed this matter for over 3 months.  
A list of citizens against trash as a utility was given to board members. This list consists of residents that have called in 
or have signed a petition against trash being included as a utility on Village bills. 
Resident Sandy Gulotta prefers the Village not be able to select her garbage hauler but understands what the Village is 
trying to accomplish. 
Lucas Sturm suggested putting the question on as a referendum and let the voters decide. 
It was also suggested to prepare a flier, to be mailed with the next utility bill, to pose the question and ask residents to 
respond with their answers regarding adding garbage hauling on the utility bill. Mayor Queen liked that idea. 
The Village will not decide this evening on the matter but will prepare fliers and mail them to customers to ask their 
opinion. 
 
An ordinance authorizing the sale or disposal of surplus personal property owned by the Village of Rossville, listing 
truck #2 and a snow plow, was presented. Motion was made by Maden, seconded by Richison to adopt the ordinance 
for sale or disposal of surplus property and authorizing Mayor Queen to sell or dispose of the listed property. Vote: 
Mahorney, yes; Cornell, yes; Maden, yes; Buck, yes; Richison, yes. Ordinance 2020-05 passed. 
 
Finance  & Purchasing Committee – In Chairman Leaver’s absence, Trustee Buck nor Trustee Maden anything further 
to report at this time. 
 
Streets & Alleys Committee – Trustee Cornell has looked at the pond and the green has been removed from the pond 
still. Also, Chairman Cornell stated he has received complaints that there are too many cats in town. Trustee Cornell 
would like to see a policy established and approved that sand or salt should be spread at the intersections of roads that 
lead to Route 1 (Chicago Street) as a safety measure. Shawn Cade, Ross Township Road Commissioner) stated the 
laws state if you apply sand or salt just one time, you will be responsible for applying it every time the roads are icy or 
snowy due to the liability of applying it the first time. No comments were made afterward. 
 
Police, Health & Safety Committee – Trustee Buck stated the mayor, himself and Chief Kelnhofer need to schedule a 
meeting. Trustee Maden asked how the hours are working since hiring another fulltime police officer. Trustee Buck 
will ask Chief Kelnhofer at the meeting. 
 
An ordinance prohibiting cannabis business establishments was presented. Board members stated that no applications 
have been submitted for a cannabis business in the Village but it is a new topic to discuss for the future. Fees that can 
be charged for growing or other business are substantial, according to state statutes. Board members did not feel the 
need for this ordinance at this time. Therefore, no motion was made to accept the ordinance. 
 
There were no comments from Chairpersons from the Water & Sewer Committee, Gas Committee or Public 
Improvements Committee. 
 
Kevin Gaither, Candidate for U.S. Representative’s Office – Mr. Gaither is a candidate for U.S. Representative and 
would appreciate support from voters. Mr. Gaither gave some of his background and stated some of his views. 
 
Lucas Sturm asked the status of 106 E. Attica building improvements. Mayor Queen stated a response from the 
Delvin’s has not been received as far as a plan for improvements. 
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Motion was made by Mahorney, seconded Maden to adjourn the meeting. Vote: Richison, yes; Mahorney, yes; 
Cornell, yes; Maden, yes. The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Chris White 
Village Clerk 
Board approved:  3/16/2020 


