
Village of Rossville 

Regular Board Meeting 

August 17, 2026 
Mayor Black called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. The meeting was held at the Rossville Municipal 
Building located at 120 East Attica Street in Rossville, Illinois. 
 
Roll call was taken. A quorum was established with Mayor Black and Trustees Ault, Wallace, Mikel and 
Layden physically present.  
Trustees absent – Trustees Ward and Gammon 
Guests present were Clerk White, Deputy Clerk Kathy Rife and Misti Smitley. 
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
Public Comment and Guest Recognition – There were no comments from the public. 
 
Minutes of the regular board meeting held July 20, 2026 were presented. Motion was made by Layden, 
seconded by Wallace to dispense with the reading of the minutes of the regular board meeting held on July 
20, 2026 and approve them as presented. Vote: Ault, yes; Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes. 
 
Treasurer Ault’s Printed Reports from LOCiS software –The treasurer’s reports, printed from the LOCiS 
software for May, June and July have been signed and presented along with outstanding check lists for each 
month. The reports were reviewed in the Finance & Budget Committee meeting earlier this evening. Motion 
was made by Layden, seconded by Wallace to approve the signed May, June and July, 2026 Treasurer’s 
printed reports including the lists of outstanding checks for each month. Vote: Mikel, yes; Ault, yes; 
Wallace, yes; Layden, yes. 
 
Mayor Black moved the interview for the police officer position up on the agenda. Motion was made by 
Wallace, seconded by Layden to adjourn to executive session to discuss hiring a police officer under 5 
ILCS 120/2 C1. Vote: Mikel, yes; Ault, yes; Wallace, yes; Layden, yes. The meeting adjourned to executive 
session at 7:07 p.m. 
 
Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Wallace to return to regular session. Vote: Ault, yes; Wallace, 
yes; Layden, yes; Mikel, yes. The meeting returned to regular session at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Trustee Ault asked what the findings were of the storm sewer project and if there was a blockage. Mayor 
Black reported there was no blockage. The project was started to replace a storm sewer tile that was only 8” 
to a 12” tile under Route 1 to try to keep the storm water flowing better. The project did not fix Adam 
Marganski’s problem (101-105 N. Chicago) where water and mud are going into his basement. Mayor 
Black asked board members if the Village should hire an engineer to see what the problem is. Board 
members felt the flooding in people’s basements was not caused by the repairs to the tile. 
 
Metro Communications – Mayor Black reported Metro is surveying houses who want to hook up to the 
fiber optics. 
 
Engineering Estimates for Surveying and Preliminary Design for the Curbs and Sidewalks Downtown on 
Route 1 – Superintendent Snyder attached an engineering estimate from MAS Engineering to provide 
surveying and preliminary design services for curb and sidewalk replacement along Illinois Route 1, from 
Maple Street to Benton Street for the amount not to exceed $14,700. The project would be started in 
optimal weather, preferably when the kids are not in school. Also attached is a copy of an email from the 
engineer stating that it appears the Village has maintenance responsibility for the parking lanes and curb 
from Maple Street to 210’ North of Attica Street. IDOT has maintenance on the shoulders and curbs on all 
areas outside of the Village area. Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Wallace to approve the MAS 
engineering estimate not to exceed $14,700 to survey and prepare preliminary design for the curbs and 
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sidewalks along Route 1 between Maple Street and Benton Streets. Vote: Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; Ault, 
yes; Mikel, yes. Mayor Black stated if this expense is TIF eligible, we will expense it to the TIF fund.  
 
There were no further comments on Superintendent Snyder’s report. 
 
Chief Greene’s report – Trustee Layden asked if the oil should be changed in the F150 since it hadn’t been 
changed since 2025. Trustee Ault stated the vehicles should have a sensor that tells when the oil needs 
changed.  

 
Accounts Receivable –Collector White reported outstanding utility bills as $44,923.10. There were 3 
accounts shut off. All 3 accounts have been reconnected. Mayor Black asked if there is an annual amount of 
outstanding utility bills separated by funds? Mayor Black stated the accounts receivable accounts could be 
added to get the total. 
 
Vermilion County Animal Control Charges –There is nothing new to report. 
 
The first day to circulate petitions for the Consolidated Election, to be held on April 6, 2027, is August 25, 
2026. There are 3 trustee positions available. The village office will be open Monday- Friday from 8:30-12, 
12:30-5p.m. for petition packets to be picked up. 
 
Mayor Black has not received an Executed Agreement from Ampion for the solar rebates of customers’ 
bills for residential (10%), business (10%), economically challenged (20%) and municipalities. Ampion was 
recommended by Good Energy, who does the Village electric aggregation program. 
 
Update on 214 E. Attica – Mayor Black had no update. The Village attorney is to move forward with legal 
procedures since the property has not been cleaned up. Mayor Black thinks the Village can put up a sign 
and use stickers to take down the garage and remove the vehicles. 
 
108 N Summit – The residents are making progress. The garage issue still exists. 
 
306/308 Maple – It will take 1 year before the next step can be completed. 
 
Sale of Lot 5 & 6 in Ridl Subdivision – Mayor Black has had no contact with Mr. Reffett regarding the 
possible purchase of the lots. 
 
Village-Owned Lots – Mayor Black has instructed the Village attorney to advertise the 5 Village-Owned 
lots for sale. 
 
Paradise Sweets & Treats – Mayor Black thought the Paradise Sweets & Treats topic had been removed 
from the agenda. 
 
IPMC (Illinois Property Management Code) – The IPMC is a book of codes and ordinances relating to 
buildings, etc. Instead of adopting a bunch of ordinances, the Village could adopt the IPMC book. The 
Village of Tilton adopted the IPMC so they didn’t have to approve a lot of ordinances regarding buildings. 
When an update to the book occurs, the Village can adopt the new IPMC or the Village can stay with the 
ordinances that have been adopted for buildings, etc. Trustee Ault suggested staying with the Village 
ordinances. 
 
Ordinance Establishing Updated Salary for Chief of Police – Trustee Mikel asked what the staffing 
requirement is for the police department. Mayor Black found out that 3 officers are sufficient. At last 
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month’s meeting, it was discovered that a municipality with approximately the same population as 
Rossville, paid their Chief of Police an hourly wage that totaled approximately $63,000. Another 
municipality paid their Chief of Police a salary of $70,000. The current budget is budgeted for 4 officers. 
Motion was made by Ault, seconded by Layden to increase the Chief of Police’s salary from $60,000 to 
$70,000 effective immediately. Vote: Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; Ault, yes. Ordinance 2026-10 
passed. 
 
Motion was made by Wallace, seconded by Ault to hire Misti Smitley as a full-time police officer, effective 
September 1, 2026 for $50,000 annually provided all background checks are successful. Vote: Wallace, yes; 
Layden, yes; Mikel, yes; Ault, yes.  
 
Ordinance accepting an Intergovernmental Agreement between the Village of Rossville and the Rossville 
Park District for redevelopment of certain real property owned by the Rossville Park District – An 
ordinance, including an Intergovernmental Agreement between the Village of Rossville and the Rossville 
Park District was presented. The ordinance states the baseball field, due to age and use, has deteriorated and 
requires renovation, including regrading the playing surface, drainage and irrigation improvements, 
replacement of fencing and player facilities, and related site work. The Park District has personnel, with 
recreational expertise and administrative capacity to plan, procure and manage the project. The Village 
desires to donate funds of $95,000 to the Park District to pay for the project. The Village shall pay the 
Donation to the Park District in 2 installments-1st installment of $47,500 within 30 days after the Village’s 
written approval of the plans and specifications, and the second installment of $47,500 within 30 days after 
the Park District’s award of the construction contract for the project. The Park District shall use the 
donation exclusively to pay costs of the project. The Park District shall be responsible for all costs that 
exceed the Donation. Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Wallace to approve the ordinance and 
Intergovernmental Agreement as presented. Vote: Ault, yes; Wallace, yes; Layden, yes; Mikel, yes. 
Ordinance 2026-11 passed. 
 
Ordinance establishing a temporary Moratorium on the acceptance and processing of any applications for 
relief from the Village’s Zoning Code for Commercial Battery Energy Storage Systems; directing a Study 
of appropriate regulations – The ordinance establishes a moratorium on applications for commercial battery 
energy storage systems for 1 year and directs a study of appropriate regulations for the storage systems. The 
Village Board of Trustees will research an ordinance to establish regulations for the commercial battery 
energy storage systems within that year. Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Mikel to adopt the 
ordinance establishing a moratorium on acceptance/processing applications for commercial battery energy 
storage systems (BESS) for 1 year. Vote: Layden, yes; Mikel, yes; Ault, yes; Wallace, yes. Ordinance 2026-
12 passed. 
 
Ordinance establishing a temporary moratorium on the acceptance and processing of any applications for 
relief from the Village’s zoning code for data center development; directing a study of appropriate 
regulations – Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Wallace to approve the ordinance establishing a 
temporary moratorium on the acceptance and processing of any applications for relief from the Village’s 
zoning code for data center development; directing a study of appropriate regulations. Vote: Mikel, yes; 
Ault, yes; Wallace, yes; Layden, yes. Ordinance 2026-13 passed. 
 
Resolution directing a study of regulations for commercial battery energy storage systems – A resolution 
was presented to establish rules for commercial battery energy storage systems. Motion was made by 
Wallace, seconded by Layden to approve the resolution directing a study of regulations for commercial 
battery energy storage systems. Vote: Ault, yes; Wallace, yes; Layden, yes; Mikel, yes. Resolution 2026-16 
passed.  
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Resolution directing a study of regulations for commercial data centers  - A resolution was presented 
directing a study of regulations for commercial data centers. Motion was made by Wallace, seconded by 
Layden to approve the resolution directing a study of regulations for commercial data centers. Vote: 
Wallace, yes; Layden, yes; Mikel, yes; Ault, yes. Resolution 2026-17 passed. 
 
The resolution authorizing the expenditure of special tax allocation funds for community planning purposes 
was tabled. 
 
The ordinance ratifying an Intergovernmental Agreement by and between the Village of Rossville and the 
Village of Tilton for Administrative adjudication of certain code violations was tabled. 
 
An ordinance amending Title 5 of the Village code of ordinances to impose regulations and standards 
regarding the conduct of raffles and similar activities within the Village was presented. The Mayor or his 
designee may issue a raffle license. A licensee will be a not-for-profit for at least 5 years to apply for a 
raffle license. The Mayor or his designee may waive this requirement. A motion was made by Ault, 
seconded by Mikel to approve the ordinance amending Title 5 to impose regulations and standards 
regarding the conduct of raffles and similar activities. Vote: Layden, yes; Mikel, yes; Ault, yes; Wallace, 
yes. Ordinance 2026-14 passed. 
 
An ordinance amending Title 11 of the Village’s Code of Ordinances to update Technical References was 
presented. The ordinances states the Village of Rossville is outsourcing and simplifying the administrative 
adjudication process. Motion was made by Wallace, seconded by Layden to approve the ordinance 
amending Title 11 of the Village’s Code of Ordinances to update Technical references. Vote: Mikel, yes; 
Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; Ault, yes. Ordinance 2026-15 passed. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Finance & Budget – Trustee Layden had nothing to report. Clerk White asked if anyone has decided who 
will do the fiscal year 2025-2026 audit. Mayor Black said no but it can’t be brought forward until New 
Business. 
 
Police/Health & Safety – Mayor Black reached out to Verkata regarding where our quote is. 
 
SRO salary-BHRA or RAGS? Mayor Black was unaware of what the question was for. Clerk White asked 
if the salaries for the SRO at BHRA or RAGS have been established for the new school year. Mayor Black 
can reach out to Robert Danner to see if the salaries have been established.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

207 Harrison – Mayor Black sent an email to board members informing them of the status. 
 
Mayor Black received an email stating if anyone had any storm damage, if they meet the criteria, FEMA 
may be able to help them out. Municipalities may apply for assistance for storm damage. If the municipality 
has to purchase flood insurance, FEMA may help. The program doesn’t end until July of next year. 
 
Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Wallace to adjourn the meeting. Vote: Ault, yes; Mikel, yes; 
Layden, yes; Wallace, yes. The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Chris White, Clerk 
 
Board approved 9/21/2026 
 


