
Village of Rossville 

Regular Board Meeting 

July 20, 2026 
Mayor Black called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. The meeting was held at the Rossville Municipal 
Building located at 120 East Attica Street in Rossville, Illinois. 
 
Roll call was taken. A quorum was established with Mayor Black and Trustees Gammon, Wallace, Mikel 
and Layden physically present.  
Trustees absent – Trustees Ward and Ault 
Guests present were Clerk White, Deputy Clerk Kathy Rife, Kenneth Gammon, Angela Graveline, Marilyn 
Danner, Bill Gerard, Rosella Ray, Jessica Mikel and Janice Marie. 
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
Public Comment and Guest Recognition - Mayor Black asked if any of the guests had any comments at this 
time. Marilyn Danner reported the Steering Committee has met. Ninety names were given to send emails, 
texts or letters to invite them to informational meetings for the Rossville Road Map. Five meetings have 
been scheduled for the 5 Wednesdays in September: September 2 (@ HTCC-Hubbard Trail Country Club), 
9,16,23, and 30th at the Rossville Fire Protection District Community Room all beginning at 5:30 p.m. for 3- 
hour meetings. Food will be provided. The purpose of the Steering Committee is to sell to the community 
the ideas for improving Rossville and to get people to come to the meetings and engage with ideas and 
promote interest in the Mapping program. If the Village will pay for the Mapping sessions, a not-for-profit 
status could be applied for (which Mayor Black has begun) or the program can remain under the Village. 
The fees for the Mapping program do not have to be paid until the program is completed. The Village 
Board of Trustees will have to vote on paying the fees for the Mapping program. The Steering Committee 
needs to obtain a logo, Facebook page and letterhead to mail the information.  
Rosella Ray asked if the Village-Owned lot located at 121 E. Attica could be used for 1 event. Mrs. Ray 
stated a stage could be built on a Village-Owned downtown lot in preparation for future street dance bands. 
Mayor Black has a name, “Rossville Next” for the group. Mayor Black can work on a LOGO for letterhead. 
The Steering Committee will need to make the decision on whose name will be the contact for questions. 
 
Minutes of the regular board meeting held June 15, 2026 and special board meeting held on July 14, 2026 
were presented. Trustee Layden noted a portion on the regular board meeting minutes that stated that she 
made a motion and Trustee Ward seconded the motion to table the treasurer’s report. Trustee Layden and 
Ward were not present at that meeting. Clerk White will remove the 3 sentences. Motion was made by 
Layden, seconded by Mikel to dispense with the reading of the special board meeting minutes for the 
meeting held on July 14, 2026 and the minutes of the regular board meeting held on June 15, 2026 but 
remove the 3 lines regarding the motion/second of the Treasurer’s report and approve them as presented and 
amended. Vote: Wallace, yes; Gammon, yes; Mikel, yes; Layden, yes. 
 
Treasurer’s Printed Report from LOCiS software for June, 2026 – The printed treasurer’s report was 
reviewed during the Finance & Budget Committee meeting earlier this evening. Motion was made by 
Layden, seconded by Mikel to table the June, 2026 Treasurer’s printed report until Treasurer Ault signs 
both the May and June reports and includes the list of outstanding checks. Vote: Layden, yes; Mikel, yes; 
Gammon, yes; Wallace, yes. 
 
Current bills – Current bills were reviewed. Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Wallace to approve 
the bills for payment as presented. Vote: Mikel, yes; Gammon, yes; Wallace, yes; Layden, yes. 
 
Superintendent Snyder’s June report was presented. Trustee Mikel complimented Superintendent Snyder on 
the expansion of information on his report. 
The “Welcome to Rossville” signs look nice but are hidden by the tall corn. 
Trustee Gammon asked if letters were sent to the school regarding the Storm Sewer Project on Route 1 
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closing Route 1 from Attica Street to Benton Street. Kathy Rife responded yes, letters were mailed to the 
schools, daycare, businesses and property owners regarding the closure of Route 1. 
Trustee Gammon spoke to Superintendent Snyder about discussing with an engineer and surveyor about 
cutting ½ of the sidewalk and the curb of the 100 block of South Chicago and North Chicago to fix the 
curbs. Trustee Gammon is hoping to get an estimate for the repairs. If the Village does not have enough 
funds to do the entire 2 block area, then only do the southern portion since they are in worse condition. 
Mayor Black received an email from the engineer stating they were not sure the “Detour” signs will arrive 
in time.  
Trustee Wallace asked if the detour is set in stone. Trustee Gammon stated it is up to IDOT to establish the 
detour route for the semis. Last known detour for semi traffic was to detour around on Route 49. The local 
traffic can be detoured east on Benton to Summit to Attica to Chicago Street.  
Trustee Gammon suggested to Superintendent Snyder to have the employee, who is on light duty, go 
around town on Mondays and make a list of properties that need mowed or have bushes over the sidewalk 
and give the list to the police department for ordinance violations. Former Superintendent Lusk used to 
perform that task. 
 
Police Chief’s report – The committee is going to request Chief Greene organize the spreadsheets for 
vehicle maintenance and ordinance violations so it’s easier to read. The committee would like the vehicle 
maintenance spreadsheet organized by vehicle. The ordinance violation spreadsheet could be organized by 
year, then by month.  
 
Accounts Receivable –Collector White reported outstanding utility bills as $29,537.44. There was 1 shut off 
that has not been reconnected.  
 
Vermilion County Animal Control Charges –Mayor Black has not contacted Vermilion County Animal 
Control regarding the overages. Also, a new agreement has not been received.  
 
Ranger Power-Middlefork Project – An ordinance was presented to accept a community development 
agreement from MiddleFork Energy, LLC; authorizing the execution thereof. The ordinance states that 
Middlefork Solar, LLC has informed the Village of Rossville that it intends to construct, own and operate 
an approximately 175MW commercial solar energy facility in an unincorporated area of Vermilion County, 
which is beyond the Village’s ETJ (Extra Territorial Jurisdiction). Middlefork must locate substation, 
associated substation facilities, and underground transmission and/or collection lines with the Village’s 
ETJ. Middlefork has applied for a permit with Vermilion County for the solar project. Middlefork has 
offered to contribute $95,000 to the Village to be used for economic development purposes. Exhibit A 
attached to the ordinance is the Community Development Agreement that was negotiated and approved last 
month. Exhibit 1 states within 45 days of the date of last execution, $30,000 of the $95,000 donation will be 
paid to the Village of Rossville and within 45 days of approval of applicable unappealable permits under the 
County Solar Ordinance of January 1, 2027, whichever occurs earlier, $65,000 will be paid to the Village of 
Rossville. Thirty thousand dollars has been received in the village office.  
Trustee Mikel did not remember discussing a plan for the donation. Mayor Black stated discussion was held 
last month about using the donation for park improvements during discussions about the Middlefork project 
running transmission lines in the incorporated area of the Village to their substations. Mayor Black stated 
the ball diamond at the park is in bad shape, new fencing would be installed, light posts and lights would be 
installed. Also, a second field would be built for T-ball and girls softball field. Mayor Black stated that an 
intergovernmental agreement between the Village and Park District would have to be approved and signed 
prior to issuing a check to the Park District for the projects. The agreement approved at last month’s 
meeting with the delivery requirements for the donation will be inserted into the ordinance. Motion was 
made by Gammon, seconded by Wallace to approve the ordinance accepting the community development 
agreement from Middlefork energy, LLC and authorize the execution of the agreement. Vote: Gammon, 
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yes; Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes. Ordinance 2026-09 passed. 
 
Mayor Black had nothing further on the Ampion Executed Agreement for the solar rebates for residential, 
business and municipalities.  
 
Update on 214 E. Attica – Mayor Black had no update. The Village attorney is to move forward with legal 
procedures since the property has not been cleaned up. 
 
108 N Summit – No further update 
 
306/308 Maple – It will take 1 year before the next step can be completed. 
 
Sale of Lot 5 & 6 in Ridl Subdivision – Mayor Black has had no contact with Mr. Reffett regarding the 
possible purchase of the lots. 
 
Village-Owned Lots – Mayor Black contacted another appraiser. They are busy. Board members suggested 
putting the 5 lots out for bid. The Village attorney will be instructed to proceed with the process of selling 
the lots. 
 
Paradise Sweets & Treats – The lady is looking at the property located at 105 N. Chicago. Hub City Media 
and owner Adam Marganski would have to approve subleasing the building. 
 
The Intergovernmental Agreement between the Village and the Park District was not received for 
presentation.  
 
Trustee Wallace left the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 
Trustee Wallace returned to the meeting at 8:12 p.m. 
 
Kathy Rife had sent a request to Iroquois County municipalities for salary information for their Police 
Chief. Only 2 municipalities responded with compensation for their Chief of Police: 
 Municipality                  Population Hourly/Salary  Compensation  
 Chatsworth   1185   Hourly/Salary $63,630 plus overtime 
 Clifton    1380   Salary  $70,200 
Further discussion will be held in executive session. 
 
Closing of Attica Street for Street Dance August 1 – Motion was made by Mikel, seconded by Layden to 
close East Attica Street from Chicago Street to Harrison Street for the Street Dance on August 1st from 
3pm-midnight. Vote: Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; Gammon, yes. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Finance & Budget – No further report. 
 
Planning/Public Works – Trustee Gammon had nothing to report. 
 
Police/Health & Safety – Trustee Wallace asked if we heard anything else on the cameras? Trustee 
Gammon wants a quote for the Verkata cameras. Mayor Black asked FLOCK if they offer 3 months free 
like Verkata. Mayor Black has a copy of the quote.  
 
Trustee Mikel reported the moratorium was for permits for data centers. 
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The discussion on batteries (BEFS Moratorium Resolution) was tabled. 
 
Discussion on increasing fines was tabled. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

The owner of 207 Harrison sent a text to Mayor Black requesting the engineer’s contact information. He is 
planning to sue for water damage in his property. The owner had sent a letter to the Village attorney, who 
responded. No correspondence has been seen since. 
 
Trustee Gammon asked if anyone had heard anything about the SRO pay increases for next year. Mayor 
Black has not heard anything. 
 
Trustee Gammon has noticed underage drivers driving golf carts. The Village has adopted rules that a driver 
must be 16 years old to operate a golf cart. Mayor Black stated the Village can put whatever they want in an 
ordinance. Clerk White stated the golf carts are required by ordinance to be registered. Trustee Gammon 
suggested making a list of the ones who have registered. If a golf cart is not registered, a letter can be sent 
to a person operating a golf cart without a Village permit. Clerk White asked if the office staff are able to 
send the letters or do the police officers have to stop them or notify them. Mayor Black thinks any corporate 
authority has the power to stop a violator. Mayor Black will meet with Chief Greene to discuss measures to 
address the issues. 
 
Mayor Black spoke to Trustee Ward about cleaning up the Village garden. Trustee Ward will clean up the 
garden tomorrow. Trustee Gammon suggested getting a community group to work the garden besides 
Trustee Ward’s parents. It should not be just 2 people taking care of the garden. Trustee Gammon suggested 
if the community does not support the efforts for the Village garden, then we should not have one. Clerk 
White asked if the rebar could be organized so the maintenance employees can mow around the garden. 
 
Motion was made by Wallace, seconded by Mikel to adjourn to executive session to discuss Chief Greene’s 
salary and possible increase under 5 ILCS 120/2 C1. Vote: Gammon, yes; Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; 
Wallace, yes. The meeting adjourned to executive session at 8:37 p.m. 
 
Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Mikel to leave executive session and return to regular session. 
Vote: Gammon, yes; Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes. The meeting returned to regular session at 9:04 
p.m. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
Motion was made by Mikel, seconded by Layden to adjourn the meeting. Vote: Wallace, yes; Layden, no; 
Mikel, yes; Gammon, yes. The meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Chris White, Clerk 
 
Board approved 8/17/26 
 


