
Village of Rossville 

Regular Board Meeting 

May 18, 2026 

Mayor Black called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The meeting was held at the Rossville 
Municipal Building located at 120 East Attica Street in Rossville, Illinois. 
 
Roll call was taken. A quorum was established with Mayor Black and Trustees Gammon, 
Wallace, Layden, Mikel and Ward physically present.  
Trustees absent – Trustee Ault 
Guests present were Clerk White 
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
Minutes of the regular board meeting held April 20, 2026 and Special Board Meetings held 
on April 29, 2026, April 30, 2026 and May 4, 2026 and Budget Hearing held on April 30, 
2026 were presented.  
Motion was made by Gammon, seconded by Layden to dispense with the reading of the 
special board meeting held on April 29, 2026 and approve them as presented. Vote: Layden, 
yes; Mikel, yes; Ward, yes; Gammon, yes; Wallace, yes. 
Motion was made by Gammon, seconded by Layden to dispense with the reading of the 
special board meeting minutes dated May 4, 2026 and approve them as presented. Vote: 
Mikel, yes; Ward, yes; Gammon, yes; Wallace, yes; Layden, yes. 
Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Gammon to dispense with the reading of the 
Special Board meeting minutes and Budget Hearing minutes dated April 30, 2026 and 
approve them with an omnibus vote as presented. Vote: Ward, yes; Gammon, yes; Wallace, 
yes; Layden, yes; Mikel, yes. 
Motion was made by Gammon, seconded by Layden to dispense with the reading of the 
regular board meeting minutes dated April 20, 2026 and approve them as presented. Vote: 
Gammon, yes; Wallace, yes; Layden, yes; Mikel, yes; Ward, yes. 
 
Treasurer Ault’s April 2026 report was reviewed earlier in the Finance & Budget Committee 
meeting. Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Ward to table the treasurer’s report until 
next month. Vote: Wallace, yes; Layden, yes; Mikel, yes; Ward, yes; Gammon, yes. 
 
Current bills – Current bills were reviewed. Motion was made by Layden, seconded by 
Gammon to approve the bills for payment as presented. Vote: Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; 
Gammon, yes; Ward, yes; Mikel, yes. 
 
Superintendent Snyder’s March and April reports were presented. Trustee Layden asked if 
we are continuing to not have issues with the boring project. Mayor Black stated 
Superintendent Snyder reported no issued at this time with the boring project. Comcast has 
not begun to directional bore. When they start, they will only have 7 sections to bore. 
Mayor Black requested Superintendent Snyder obtain a street map of the Village and 
highlight the areas that sidewalks will be repaired or added. Trustee Gammon will ask 
Superintendent Snyder. 



Village of Rossville 

Regular Board Meeting 

May 18, 2026 

Mayor Black also asked that the Village repair Dick Stump’s 2 squares of sidewalk that had 
sunken in and did not get poured the last time sidewalks were done. Trustee Gammon will 
look at the area. 
Police Chief’s report – Trustee Gammon forgot to ask Chief Greene if she attended the 
Breath Alcohol Class. 
The PHS committee reviewed the March, April and May reports. 
Mayor Black will contact the Village attorney to work on the additional PNT ordinance 
amendments. 
 
Accounts Receivable –Collector White reported outstanding utility bills as $49,437.60. There 
was 1 miscellaneous invoice for a stop light reimbursement for $236.84, making the total 
accounts receivable as $49,674.44. There were 5 shut offs and 1 reconnect. Trustee Gammon 
reported that there should have been 6 shut offs but a resident parked their truck over the 
water meter pit so the water could not be disconnected. Mayor Black stated there are other 
actions that can be taken for those matters. Trustee Gammon stated the maintenance 
employees will be watching on shut off day at the end of the month for the vehicle to be 
moved away from the water meter pit so the services can be disconnected. 
 
Vermilion County Animal Control Charges – Clerk White has received no updates on the 
incorrect charging of fees from VCAC. Mayor Black explained the Village of Rossville has a 
very old contract with Vermilion County Animal Control(VCAC). Mayor Black would like 
to talk to VCAC representatives and discuss negotiating a new contract with them. revised 
other municipalities’ contracts but did not revise the Village of Rossville’s contract. 
Therefore, they have been overcharging the Village of Rossville based on the other contracts. 
Mayor Black is working to get a reimbursement for the overcharges. Trustee Gammon 
suggested someone attend one of the VCAC meetings.  
 
Mayor Black stated the Ranger Power-Middlefork Project is under negotiation. There is a 
1500 acre solar farm being built on the southwest side of Henning. A substation is within our 
ETJ. They want to run lines undergound to the substation and in exchange, they will give the 
Village of Rossville money. 
 
Update on 214 E. Attica – Mayor Black reported another vehicle has been added to the 
property. Mayor Black stated the Village needs to make stickers to apply to the vehicles. 
Once the vehicle has a sticker for over 24 hours, the vehicle can be towed. A 24x24 sign 
needs to be made as well. 
 
108 N Summit – The renter and owners have worked to clean up the property. The garage 
has been removed. There is debris that still needs to be removed along with a boat. 
 
306/308 Maple – No update. Still trying to get access to the former Village attorney’s 
records. 
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Tilton Adjudication Court – Mayor Black reported that the Village of Rossville does not pay 
anything for adjudication court currently. Others pay $1600. They are losing money with the 
small amount of fines they receive. They are asking everyone to kick in $500 annually. We 
need a contract. Trustee Mikel asked if we ever talked to Hoopeston about using them for 
court proceedings. Mayor Black stated the Hoopeston council will have to discuss the matter. 
Mayor Black would like to have the fines back, instead of sending them to collections so we 
could send them in the State Comptroller’s office for collections from tax returns, etc. 
 
Paradis Sweets & Treats – The project is influx since Ameren quoted the cost of $18,000 to 
run the box for electricity. A store would be cheaper. 

 
Village-Owned Lots – Mayor Black has a name of another appraiser to contact regarding the 
Village lots that are for sale if Board members are in favor of contacting another appraiser. 
 
Trustee Gammon sent a message to Mr. Reffett regarding the lots he was interested in on the 
Ridl subdivision with no response. 
 
Donation to Morningstar Church for the Back to School Bash – The Morningstar Church 
sponsors the Back to School Bash. The Village contributes annually. Motion was made by 
Gammon, seconded by Ward to donate $200 to the Back to School Bash. Vote: Ward, yes; 
Mikel, abstain; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; Gammon, yes. 
 
Bid Tab, Award Recommendation Letter and Notice of Award for the Bids for the Chicago 
Street Drainage Improvements Project – The project will be funded with TIF funds. IDOT 
will divert heavy traffic around the project. The bid from Cross Construction was lower than 
the engineer’s estimate. Motion was made by Ward, seconded by Layden to accept the bid 
from Cross Construction for $48,710.00. Vote: Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; 
Gammon, yes; Ward, yes. 
Controlled Burn Ordinance and Permitting – An ordinance was presented amending Chapter 
8.05 of the Village’s Code of Ordinances to regulate controlled burns. Motion was made by 
Gammon, seconded by Layden to approve the ordinance amending Chapter 8.05 to regulate 
controlled burns. Vote: Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; Gamnon, yes; Ward, yes; Mikel, yes. 
Ordinance 2026-06 passed. 
 
Liquor License Ordinance – Mayor Black does not have the ordinance completed.  
 
Dale Street Project TIF Resolution – There is another storm sewer tile that connects at Dale 
Steet that Mr. Schlecht installed. Mr. Schlecht let homeowners tie into that tile. There are 
problems with that tile. Tom Carter replaced the tile and allowed homeowners to tie into the 
new tile. Mr. Carter is asking the Village to help with the expense of the new tile that 
residents have tied into, which is $11,006.25. Motion was made by Gammon, seconded by 
Ward to approve the reimbursement of the Village portion ($11,006.25) and approve the 
resolution authorizing the expenditure of special tax allocation funds for the acquisition and 
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installation of storm tile along Dale Street, within the redevelopment project area. Vote: 
Wallace, yes; Gammon, yes; Ward, yes; Mikel, yes; Layden, yes. Resolution 2026-09 passed. 
 
New Welcome to Rossville Sign & Installation – Mayor Black has not received a quote to re-
install the Welcome to Rossville signs. 
 
Title 2 Amendments – Administration and Personnel – The matter was tabled. If we had a 
grant coordinator, the grant coordinator could talk to Fredi, the Grant advisor. 
 
Mayor Black stated some of the items coming down the line are an employee handbook, 
public safety emergency procedures, tree canopy management ordinance, update solar 
ordinance to address safety, commercial batter storage (BESS), animal ordinance, adoption 
of IPMC (Internal Property Maintenance Code) with corresponding commentary, liquor 
Brew Pub ordinance and reinstate section 5.36 Raffle Ordinance. 
 
Appointments – Mayor Black re-appointed Treasurer Bridget Ault, Collector Chris White, 
Deputy Clerk/Collector Kathy Rife, Superintendent Clayton Snyder, Chief of Police Lacy 
Greene, ESDA Coordinator Mike Bray, Attorney Anthony Schuering, Grant Writer Fredi 
Schmutte and Building Quinton Fritz. Motion was made by Ward, seconded by Layden to 
concur with the Mayor’s appointments for FY2027. Vote: Gammon, yes; Ward, yes; Mikel, 
yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes. 
 
4th of July Parade resolution – A resolution was presented authorizing the closure of Route 1 
for the 4th of July parade to be held on July 4th between 11-11:30 a.m. from Green Street to 
Stufflebeam Drive. Mayor Black stated barricades will have to be set up blocking access to 
Route 1 during the parade because several vehicles were driving on the parade route when 
the parade was starting. Motion was made by Layden, seconded by Gammon to approve the 
4th of July parade resolution. Vote: Ward, yes; Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, yes; 
Gammon, yes. Resolution 2026-10 passed. 
 
Fireworks Donation – Motion was made by Gammon, seconded by Layden to donate $6,000 
to the Sons of American Legion for the fireworks. Vote: Mikel, yes; Layden, yes; Wallace, 
yes; Gammon, yes; Ward, yes. 
 
Trustee Gammon received a text from the engineer stating Cross Construction is a good, 
reputable company that can handle the project. 
 
Clean Up Day -Trustee Gammon is talking to Republic about doing a Clean Up Day. Last 
year, the Village used 3-30 yard container for $1,900. A new proposal is $1,500 from 
Republic. The Clean Up Day would be on a Saturday from 8-4. Jason Sprague, Ross 
Township Supervisor, stated the Township would like to be involved and would be willing to 
pay half of the expenses.  Trustee Gammon stated she is still working the Clean Up day. One 
more container would be needed for the Township portion. Republic shuts down at noon so 
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they would bring the last container around 11. Trustee Gammon stated 102 Village 
employees would be required to work the Clean Up Day. The clean up day would probably 
be held in August. 
 
New Zero Turn Mower and Bat Wing Mower and how to get rid of old mowers – 
Superintendent Snyder attached estimates for a new zero turn mower and bat wing mower on 
his report. The estimate for a zero turn mower was $15,577 from Double Y Sales & Service. 
Estimates for 17’ bush hog mower from Bush Hog Tri Dec Mower was received. Motion was 
made by Gammon, seconded by Mikel to purchase a zero turn mower from Double Y Sales 
& Service for $15, 577 and a 17’ bat wing mower for a price not to exceed $31,000. Vote: 
Mikel, yes; Ward, yes; Layden, yes; Gammon, yes; Wallace, yes. 
 
Trustee Mikel spoke with Fredi Schmutte regarding having the Village attorney explain to 
the Village Board about our TIF program. 
 
Beautification Committee – Trustee Ward presented a list of supplies for the Community 
Garden totaling $5,129.43 of the previously approved $6,800 of TIF funds. River Bottom 
provides sifted top soil and would require a check prior to picking up the top soil. Trustee 
Gammon asked if Trustee Ward has a plan to show board members. Trustee Ward stated she 
does. Trustee Ward wants to install 10-4x8x12 raised beds on the lot for the Community 
Garden. Moton was made by Layden, seconded by Gammon to purchase supplies in the 
amount of $5,129 for the Community Garden. Vote: Wallace, yes; Gammon, yes; Ward, yes; 
Mikel, yes; Layden, yes. 
 
Economic Development – Trustee Gammon announced a new business is supposed to open 
the 1st of June called Tailored Grounds. Tailored Grounds will be a boutique with a coffee 
shop. 
 
207 Harrison – Mayor Black reported a FOIA request has been completed regarding the dye 
test. The request has been referred to the Village attorney. 
 
AMPION -Ampion is a company that provides a community solar project. Mayor Black 
would like to use the company for the Municipal buildings. Trustee Gammon stated the 
company’s reviews are terrible. 
 
New Business – A citizen, Darrell Danner, requested to have houses on Holmes Street Storm 
sewer run and capped at the property line. Evidently, the Village installed a new storm sewer 
line from the water tower to Church. Residents were not connected to the new line. Clerk 
White asked Mayor Black to check with Randy Lusk and Superintendent Snyder but believe 
it was a water main not storm sewer. Mayor Black will check. 
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Painting Interior and Fixing/painting exterior of the Village office building – Mayor Black 
suggested painting the interior of the village office and fix/paint the exterior of the village 
office. No decision was made. 
 
Trustee Gammon took a bunch of paint to Sherman Williams for the paint recycling program.  
 
Fee/Fine updates to current ILCS – Mayor Black stated the fines need updated.  
 
Mayor Black announced the Village has not received the FY25 audit or TIF report filed by 
the auditors yet. These reports are needed for grant processing also. Mayor Black reported the 
reports will be completed by the end of the month. 
 
Clerk White reminded board members that Senator Chapin Rose will be conducting 
Traveling Office Hours here at the village office tomorrow at 9 a.m.  
 
Trustee Gammon was asked to do a FEMA grant for the fire district. She said no but would 
ask if she could refer them to Fredi Schmutte, Village Grant Writer. Board members said yes. 
 
Motion was made by Mikel, seconded by Ward to adjourn the meeting. Vote: Layden, yes; 
Wallace, yes; Mikel, yes; Ward, yes; Gammon, yes. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Chris White 
Village Clerk 
Board approved 6/15/2026 


